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Section 3. Owner of Property 

Catherine M. Swiney (owns eastern half of the building) 
5749 Main Street 
Elkridge, MD 21075 

And 

William and Mary Cooch (own western half of the building) 
5753 Main Street 
Elkridge, MD 21075 

Section 4. Location of Legal Description 

5749 Main (eastern half) 
Howard County Courthouse 
Ellicott City 
Liber 3119, Folio 336 
Tax Map 38, Parcel 349 

5753 Main (western half) 
Howard County Courthouse 
Ellicott City 
Liber 878, Folio 156 
Tax Map 38, Parcel 348 

Section 5. Primary Location of Additional Data 

X Other Contributing property in the Elkridge Landing Historic Survey District, HO-784 

Section 7. Description 

Condition: Altered, Good 
Date: ca. 1830 

This interesting and much altered building faces north on the south side of Main 
Street almost directly across from the Levering Road intersection. To the east is HO-319, 
The Tilghman-Ferraro House, while HO-496, The Lineberg House, is located 
immediately to the west. Originally, the brick building was three stories high and four 
bays wide. It was two rooms deep, but the back half of the structure was only two stories 
high with a dropped shed roof while a side gabled roof covered the front three-story half 
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of the structure. The house has 5:1 common bond walls, currently painted red, two brick 
interior end chimneys, one on each gable end, and a stone foundation. The roof is 
currently covered with asphalt shingles. The house is presently divided in half for two 
separate dwellings, and the eastern part of the house has a very large two-story, two-bay 
wide, four-bay deep frame addition on the east and rear facades. 

The front (north) facade of the original building is four bays wide and three 
stories high. On the first story, there is a window in both end bays and two entry doors 
into the two separate dwellings in the two center bays. The left most window is 1/1 
double hung wood. The opening is original but it has been enlarged to accommodate a 
taller window. The door in the second bay is not an original door (it is Craftsman-style) 
but the opening is an original door opening. The door in the next bay is in an original 
window opening that has been enlarged. The fourth bay accommodates a 1/1 double 
hung wood window that is in an original window opening that has been enlarged. On the 
second story, there are four windows vertically aligned above the first story openings. 
The two windows on the left side are 1/1 vinyl replacements while the two on the right 
are 1/1 double hung wood. On the third story, there are four smaller windows vertically 
aligned above the windows below. The two on the left side are single light vinyl 
replacements but the two on the left are original 3/3 sliding sash. None of the windows 
currently have shutters but the shutter dogs are still in place for the second story 
windows. A corbelled brick cornice runs across the front of the building and the first and 
second story window and door openings have gauged brick flat arches. A single-story 
wrap around front porch made of rusticated concrete block made to look like stone has a 
lattice balustrade and Ionic columns on square posts and runs across the entire front of 
the house and wraps around the east side. This porch probably dates to the 1920's or 
1930's when the use of rusticated concrete block was popular. 

Originally, the rear facade of the building was four bays wide with proportionally 
ranked, vertically aligned windows. The back half of the house is only two stories high 
so a dropped shed roof over this section engages the three-story section just below the 
third story windows. The west half of the house still has the original 3/3 sliding sash 
windows on the third story, the second story windows on the west half of the house are 
2/2, and the first story has been obscured by a single story frame shed-roofed addition 
that has an eight-light door and 2/2 windows. The two third story windows on the east 
half of the house have been replaced with single light vinyl windows, and the eastern
most bay of the house on the first and second stories has been obscured by the large two-
story frame addition. The one visible second story window on the east half of the brick 
portion of the house has been replaced with a 1/1 vinyl window. On the first story of the 
east half of the house, there is a door in the second bay with three horizontal lights over 
three horizontal panels. The door probably dates to the 1930's or 40's and judging by the 
brickwork around the opening, the aperture was originally a window opening. It does 
have a gauged flat brick arch, however, the only one visible on the rear facade. A 
corbelled brick cornice, identical to the one on the front of the house, decorates both the 
three-story block and the two-story shed roofed block. 
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The west facade of the house has two vertically aligned windows in the first and 
second stories in the three-story brick section of the house in front of the chimney stack. 
Both windows are 1/1 replacements. There are also two windows on the first story and 
one on the second story in the rear two-story brick section. These are not vertically 
aligned. The windows on the first story are 2/2 while the second story window is 1/1. 
The single-story, frame, shed roofed addition has two 2/2 windows. The stone 
foundation of the brick portion of the house has been covered with cement. 

The east facade of the house has been completely altered by the large two-story 
frame addition. The addition has a front gabled roof over two bays fronting Main Street 
and extending four bays to the rear. There is one window visible in the east facade of the 
original brick portion of the house but the brick work indicates that this is not an original 
opening. The photos taken for the inventory in the 1970's show that while part of the 
frame addition was already in place at that time, a substantial portion of it (the current 
eastern-most bay and the four-bay deep section extending behind the rear of the building) 
has been made within the last 25 years. The 1970's photo also shows that the windows in 
the frame addition in place at that time were Queen Anne-style, with many small colored 
panes above one large pane, indicating that this section of the frame addition must date at 
least to the 1890's or early 1900's. 

The surveyor was denied entry to the western portion of the house. Access to the 
eastern portion of the house was not sought because of the obvious massive alterations. 
There are no outbuildings or landscape features associated with this structure. 

A probable construction date of ca. 1830 is suggested for this building based on 
the corbelled brick cornice, jack arches, and overall similarity between this structure and 
the one at 5721 Main Street, HO-369. 

Section 11. Form Prepared by 

Kristin H. Hill, Architectural Historian 
Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
410-313-4335 
February 2003 
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HO-320 
The Pocock-Rodgers House Circa 182 8 
Private 
Elkridge 

The Pocock-Rodger's House faces north on the south side of 
Main Street, Elkridge, just west of the Tilghman-Ferraro House, 
HO-319. It is a four bay wide, one room deep, three story high, 
gabled roof (running east-west) brick (laid in English garden 
wall brick bond) building, with wide brick chimneys inset into 
its east and west walls and a two story high, hipped roof, 
Victorian, frame appendage constructed along its east wall. A 
twc story high, four bay wide, shed roofed, brick (laid in English 
garden wall brick bond) addition with tall, square, brick, east 
and west brick chimneys, runs along the building's south wall, 
off which further appendages have been added. A hipped roof, 
open porch, held by stone piles, connecting a laticed stone 
railing and holding fluted, Ionic stone columns, supports the 
roof, along the entire north elevation, covering the two central 
bay entrances. 

The house has been divided into two residences and has 
remained in the Pocock and Rodgers family since 1828 when George 
Pocock conveyed this house and the Tilghman-Ferraro House, east 
of it, to his son, George H. Pocock. 
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CONDIT ION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pocock-Rodgers House faces north on the south side of 
Main Street, just west of the Tilghman-Ferraro House, HO-319. 
It is a four bay wide, one room deep, three story high, gabled 
roof (running east-west) brick (laid in English garden wall 
brick bond) building, with wide brick chimneys inset into its 
east and west walls and a two story high, hipped roof, Victorian, 
frame appendage constructed along its east wall. A hipped roof, 
open porch, held by stone piles, connecting a laticed stone 
railing and holding fluted, Ionic, stone columns, supports 
the roof, along the entire north elevation. A two story high, 
fout bay wide, shed roofed brick (laid in English garden wall 
brick bond)addition, whose east and west walls hold a tall 
square brick chimney runs along the building's south wall 

Fenestration is proportionally scaled, vertically aligned, and 
double-hung, holding one-over-one lights with third floor eye 
brow windows on the north elevation only, holding three-over-three 
lights. Rectangular north entrances are located in the two 
central bays on the first floor. 

A two bay wide shed roofed appendage extends from the west half 
of the brick addition's south wall. It hold in its west wall, 
two, two-over-two light rectangular windows. 

A one story high, gabled roof (running north-south) frame 
appendage runs south from the east side of the brick addition's 
south wall. It holds two, two-over-two light, east windows and 
a one story high, shed roofed appendage off its south wall, holding 
a rectangular entrance and two over-two light window. 

A later two story high frame addition runs along part of the 
east wall of the brick house and its south addition. It holds an 
eight light storm door over a nine light entrance door, similar 
to those in the two central bays of the brick house's north wall. 
West of the door is a one-over-one light window. The east elevation 
holds four continuous rectangular, one-over-one light windows, 
while the second floor extends southward along the entire east 
elevation, resting partially on the porch roof. It holds a 
single second floor seventeen-over-one light window in its north and 
south walls, and two similar double windows on its east wall. A 
first floor double one-over one light window rests in the south wall. 

The building has been divided into two private residences and is 
well maintained, although the east addition to the building does 
not add to its architectural integrity. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SfiEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Pocock-Rodgers House is s i g n i f i c a n t t o Howard County and the S ta te 
of Mary land, h i s t o r i c a l l y , as one of seven b u i l d i n g s owned by George Pocock 
in 1838 a long the south s i d e of Main S t r e e t , E l k r i d g e , commonly known as the 
Bal t imore-Washington Turnp ike Road; and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , as a w e l 1 - p r o p o r t i o n e d and f i n e l y 
sca led b r i c k b u i l d i n g o f the e a r l y 1800's. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , the b u i l d i n g can be t raced back t o the w i l l of George Pocock 
on October 2 0 , 1838, when he devised t h i s house and h is res idence , The T i lghman-
Fer ra ro House, HO-319, loca ted east of t h i s house, t o h is son , George H. Pocock. 
He descr ibes them as " two houses and l o t s of l a n d , l ay i ng and being in E l k r i d g e 
Landing in Anne Arundel County, in the south s i d e of the Ba l t imore and 
Washington Turnp ike Road and a d j o i n i n g the p r o p e r t y of Dr . Gustavus McElhaney on 
the east and bounded on the west by two stones p l a n t e d " . He goes on t o dev ise 
a l o t and f i v e houses t o h is daugh te r , Mat i l da Hobbs, located "west of the l o t 
devised t o George H. Pocock, h is son"1. 

George H. Pocock mar r ied a g i r l named Ma t i l da and had four c h i l d r e n : 
Pe rme l i a , who 'marr ied Louis V. K i r b y ; Emma L. Pocock, who marr ied A l l e n G. Dorsey; 
E l l a V Pocock, who mar r ied Joseph N. C o l l i n s , i George H. Pocock i n h e r i t e d 
the T i lghman-Fer ra ro House, HO-319 and t h i s house, HO-320 f rom h is f a t h e r . 
A t h is death in 1881 , h is c h i l d r e n l a i d out the dowry of t h e i r mother Ma t i l da 
(44-430) P r e s e n t l y owned by the Rodgers f a m i l y , i t is d i v i ded i n t o two d w e l l i n g 
u n i t s and parce ls of l and ; pa rce l #3^9 is owned by Mr. and Mrs. James M. Rodgers 
and parce l #348 is owned by Cathar ine L. Rodgers. 

Accord ing t o Margaret T i Ighman, Mr. George Pocock l i v e d f i r s t i n the T i l ghman-
Fer ra ro Hous, HO-319 and l a t e r moved to the Pocock-Rodgers House, HO-320, where 
h is daugh te r 'Ger t rude Pocock Rodgers, w i f e of H a r r i s Rodgers took care of h im. 
The son of Har r i s and Ger t rude Rodgers, Mr. James Montcure Rodgers, p r e s e n t l y 
1ives in the house. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , i t is one of Howard County's f i n e s t examples of b r i c k 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , f e a t u r i n g p r o p o r t i o n a l l y sca led and v e r t i c a l l y a l i gned f e n e s t r a t i o n 
on the f r o n t facade o f the b u i l d i n g , t e rm ina t i ng on the t h i r d f l o o r w i t h t h r e e - o v e r -
th ree eye-brow windows and f e a t u r i n g wide b r i c k chimneys i nse t i n to i t s e a s t and west 
w a l l s . The va r i ed appendages on i t s south w a l l in n o w a y d im in i sh i t s i n t e g r i t y , 
w h i l e ' t h e a d d i t i o n along i t s east w a l l , a l though i t does not conform t o the bas i c 
b u i l d i n g p r o f i l e is r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century or l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 
cen tu ry V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e of t ha t p e r i o d . 

For these reasons the Pocock House is of h i s t o r i c a l and outstanding 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e and should be placed on the Nat iona l Regis ter of H i s t o r i c 
Places and the S ta te C r i t i c a l Areas Program. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 226 Folio .125_ 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE M a r y l a n d C0UNTY Howard 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Off ice of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 465-5000 x257 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3450 Court House Drive 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

EIlicott City Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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